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Incident:          Northport named one of the safest places to live in New York State 

Location:         Northport, NY 

Date/Time:      March 12, 2018 

 

 

 

For the second year in a row, the National Council for Home Safety and Security named Northport 

Village to their annual list of the 50 safest places to live in New York State for the 2017 calendar year.  

Northport Village was also ranked as one of the safest places in 2016.  Only jurisdictions with over 5,000 

residents are included in the rankings.  The rankings are based on the proportion of violent and property 

crimes that occurred vs. the population of the jurisdictions.   

 

In 2017 Northport Village saw crime reductions in every category.  Property crimes were down 14.5%, 

crimes against persons were down 11% and offences to the public were down 10.9%.  The overall drop in 

crime in 2017 from 2016 was 12.1%.  In 2017, Northport had no residential burglaries and only one 

commercial burglary, which was closed by an arrest.   

 

Additionally, while drug crimes continue to raise region wide, Northport Village had substantial drops in 

drug and marijuana offences.  After five years of steady increases in both categories, in 2017 drug 

offences dropped 34.1% and marijuana offences dropped 63.8%. 

 

Northport Chief of Police Bill Ricca said “I attribute this drop to our three-prong attack on drugs: 

Enforcement, Education and Prevention.  Additionally, our relationship with our partner law enforcement 

agencies such as the Suffolk County Police Department, Suffolk County Sherriff’s Office and the Suffolk 

County District Attorney’s Office allow us to share intelligence and recourses.  As we debrief our 

informants and defendants in drug cases they all say the same thing; “Don’t sell in Northport, you will get 

caught.” 

 

Chief Ricca also commented “The hard work and dedication of our officers and our community-based 

policing approach are the main reasons that Northport has made the list of 50 safest places to live in New 

York for the second straight year.”  Rica added “We are committed to keeping Northport a place that 

residents and visitors alike not only feel safe, but truly are safe.” 

 

Web link to the report:  https://www.alarms.org/the-safest-cities-in-new-york-2017/ 

https://www.alarms.org/the-safest-cities-in-new-york-2017/

